
The Rt Hon Andy Burnham MP
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

 
Dear Andy,
 
RE: The economic case for Heathrow expansion is in tatters
 
Firstly, please accept my warmest congratulations on your appointment as Labour
Party Leader. As you take up the important role of Prime Minister next week, I wish
you every success leading the country through the challenges and opportunities
ahead.

One of your stated objectives is to make sure that economic development and
investment is spread across the UK, rather than concentrated in London and the
South East – a laudable goal.

I wanted to raise this very point in the context of the Government’s consultation on
the draft Heathrow Expansion National Policy Statement (HENPS).

When Chancellor Rachel Reeves first announced support for this scheme back in
January 2025, you remarked that the project “diverts infrastructure investment away
from the North and traps it in London and the South East”. You also stated that it was
a “model for an ever-overheating UK economy, rather than a more balanced, levelled-
up economy”.

Since then, on a mad rush for elusive economic growth, this consultation has been
rushed out with little evidence to support it. In fact, while the draft HENPS itself paints
a positive picture of the expansion, the accompanying documents do not.

In January 2025, the Chancellor argued that the scheme would deliver 0.43% of GDP
growth; yet, the recently published HENPS downgrades that growth by 90% - to
0.05%. While the Chancellor committed to a figure of 100,000 jobs that would be
created, the supporting evidence also downgrades this - to 61,000. While even
limited GDP growth and 60,000 jobs are welcome, the Department for Transport’s
(DfT) own analysis points out that these figures are as a result of drawing investment
away from other regions.

Research from the New Economics Foundation has also found that Heathrow
expansion could exacerbate existing regional economic disparities, by drawing jobs
and passengers away from regional economies; weakening the competitive position
of regional airports; and diverting public resources from potentially higher-value
regional infrastructure projects.



Even more concerning is the Appraisal of Sustainability produced to support the
HENPS, which assesses the “likely social, environmental and economic effects of the
draft HENPS”. For every single category, including the economy and climate change,
the Appraisal of Sustainability argues that the scheme, whether promoted by
Heathrow Airport Limited or Heathrow West Limited, will deliver major adverse
effects.

Overall, according to the Heathrow Expansion Appraisal Report, the scheme will
have a Net Present Value of between minus £23.4bn and minus £62.5bn.

This scheme is a huge infrastructure investment, predicted by Heathrow Airport to
cost £49bn. How much of taxpayers’ money could end up being spent on a bigger,
not a better Heathrow, and how high will fares have to rise to meet the spiralling
costs?

Despite the previous Prime Minister and Chancellor’s insistence, the evidence shows
that Heathrow expansion will not deliver what has been promised. I would urge you to
follow the evidence, and listen to the voices of local communities, and drop support
for the scheme.

Yours sincerely,

MUNIRA WILSON MP
MP for Twickenham
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